1 October 1997


MEMORANDUM FOR	SEE DISTRIBUTION


FROM:	SAF/IAD


SUBJECT:	Foreign Disclosure Advisory 28B - Guidelines on International Transfers of Software Documentation (Including Source Code)


The purpose of this advisory is to disseminate within the Air Force recently approved guidelines for considering the release of transfers of software documentation to foreign governments.  The guidelines provide uniform, consistent guidance for use primarily by OSD and service headquarters reviewers in evaluating release proposals/requests.  MAJCOM authority to disclose software documentation will be delegated in system/program specific delegation of disclosure authority letters (DDLs) in accordance with normal procedures.  


The transfer of software documentation and source code has become an increasingly complex issue within DoD as the reliance on automated systems for weapon system and information processing evolves.  Previous attempts at a “software” policy approached the issue from the perspective of what types of source code or software documentation should be transferred.  Initially, DoD strictly prohibited all transfers.  The previously drafted policy, which was never signed, supported transfers of non-sensitive weapon system related documentation and source code. However, these guidelines address transfers from a different perspective.  They emphasize an evaluation of the foreign requester’s requirement for the documentation against whether or not the requester can use the information.  Automatic transfers of the documentation will not be made solely because an end item sale has been concluded.  The guidelines require the requester, among other things, identify the specific information desired, who the end user will be, what is the end use and establish an appropriate level of indigenous software support for the end item. 


Disclosure officers should use these guidelines to assist their supported organizations in providing the pertinent information, so that SAF/IAD can work the release request.   








							//signed//





RICHARD J. MILLIES�Chief, Disclosure Division�Deputy Under Secretary�International Affairs
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