Attachment 7

ATOMIC INFORMATION

Implementing Directives

The Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, governs the release of atomic information to foreign nations.  

Purpose

Atomic information consists of RESTRICTED DATA (RD) and FORMERLY RESTRICTED DATA (FRD).  The purpose of this attachment is to document the process to obtain approval to release atomic information to foreign governments.

Basic Policy

National Disclosure Policy does not govern disclosure of atomic information.  The Joint Atomic Information Exchange Group (JAIEG) was established in 1959 to be the agent for the Department of Defense (DoD) and the Department of Energy (DoE) to determine the transmissibility of atomic information to foreign governments or regional defense organizations.  The JAIEG operates from the joint policy direction of the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Nuclear, Chemical and Biological Defense Programs) under the DoD and the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Military Application under the DoE.  Transmissibility criteria have been established that define in detail what information may be transmitted and what information must be withheld.  The JAIEG provides a uniform and consistent interpretation of the transmissibility of RD and FRD and maintains a record of all atomic information transferred.

Office of Primary Responsibility

SAF/IADX (DSN 425-8865) is the single focal point to the JAIEG for the Air Force.

Atomic Information Release Process Description

Air Force personnel submit requests for release of atomic information to their servicing Foreign Disclosure Office (FDO).  If documentary release is requested, the total number of copies of the document to be transmitted plus two must be included with the request.  The FDO does not have delegated authority and will forward the request including appropriate copies of documents through disclosure channels to SAF/IADX.  SAF/IADX insures that the requirements of the Atomic Energy Act have been met and that the release meets transmissibility criteria and forwards the request to the JAIEG.  The JAIEG will:


1.  Review and determine the transmissibility of the information.


2.  Prepare a list of any deletions required and provide it to SAF/IADX.


3.  For documentary release, the JAIEG will normally make the required deletions and transmit the document through established channels to the authorized recipient.


4.  If the information is not transmissible, notify SAF/IADX with an explanation for the denial.

A Statutory Determination is required for all disclosures of atomic information.  This is a written determination by the President of the United States, or the joint determination by the Secretaries of Defense and Energy that cooperation will promote and will not constitute an unreasonable risk to the common defense and security of the United States.  The determination specifies what information may and may not be exchanged with another government or regional defense organization.  If a request falls outside of a current Statutory Determination, the JAIEG will deny the request.  To overturn that denial, the request must be approved either by the President or jointly by the Secretaries of Defense and Energy.

Responsibilities

Originators of proposals to release atomic information are responsible insuring that their requests thoroughly identify the specific information to be released and for properly justifying the request in accordance with procedures outlined in AFI 16-201.  

SAF/IADX is responsible for insuring that requests meet JAIEG transmissibility criteria before submitting requests to the JAIEG.

1
2

