Attachment 22

FOREIGN ATTENDANCE AT USAF CONFERENCES AND SYMPOSIA

Implementing Directives

AFI 61-205, Sponsoring or Co-Sponsoring, Conducting, and Presenting DoD Related Scientific Papers at Unclassified and Classified Conferences, Symposia, and Other Similar Meetings, describes procedures for USAF sponsorship of conferences and symposia to include foreign disclosure requirements.  AFI 16-201, The Air Force Foreign Disclosure Program, governs overall disclosure requirements.

Purpose

The purpose of this attachment is to document the process for approving foreign attendance at USAF-sponsored conferences, seminars, symposia, exhibits, conventions, or other similar gatherings, conducted by the USAF, a USAF contractor, or an association, institute, or society whose membership includes USAF or USAF contractor personnel, at which participants discuss classified or controlled unclassified military information.

Basic Policy

It is DoD policy to permit DoD components to conduct scientific and technical conferences that are of demonstrable value to the Department of Defense, and to consult with professional societies and associations in organizing meetings of the societies and associations that are mutually beneficial. 

It is also DoD policy to approve release of classified or controlled unclassified military information to foreign representatives when such release promotes mutual security or advances the interests of an international military agreement or understanding in accordance with foreign disclosure policies of the Department of Defense.  Presentation of such information at technical meetings attended by foreign representatives is appropriate when the Department of Defense and the receiving government have established an understanding or agreement in that specific scientific or technical area.

Conferences organized by DoD components, DoD contractors, scientific and engineering societies, and/or professional associations can enhance the value of research and development sponsored by the Federal Government.  Every effort should be made to develop presentations that are appropriate for delivery to the widest appropriate audience consistent with the interests of national security.

USAF sponsorship of a conference or symposium means the USAF assumes responsibility for the security of the conference and the conference/symposium must be approved by the Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force (SAF/AA).  Since the basic purpose of such conferences and symposia is to disseminate and exchange information to the widest possible audience consistent with national security, there is a presumption of eligibility of foreign participation unless specifically excluded.  

Office of Primary Responsibility

SAF/AA is responsible for approving Air Force sponsorship of conferences and symposia and, as the Senior Security Official of the Air Force, ultimately responsible for security of such events.  SAF/IAD provides overall disclosure policy, approves foreign participation or exclusion and manages the foreign visit process.  The Science and Technology Division within the office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary (Science, Technology, and Engineering) (SAF/AQRT) provides overall policy on issues involving science and technology, including sponsorship of conferences and symposia.

USAF Sponsorship Process Description

Commanders or directors of Air Force activities proposing to sponsor a conference or symposium appoint a conference manager to oversee administrative and technical details and a security manager to oversee security details.  The security manager must be an Air Force military or civilian employee.

Six months prior to the proposed date of the conference, the conference manager prepares a request for Air Force sponsorship and forwards the request through SAF/IAD to SAF/AA in accordance with AFI 61-205.  If foreign participation is proposed, copies will also be forwarded to:


1.  Director of Security, Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (C3I)


2.  Office of Information Security (AF/XOFI)


3.  Director of the National Security Agency, Chief of Central Security Services (only if the conference involves special intelligence)

SAF/IAD reviews the request and approves either foreign participation or exclusion of foreign participation and forwards the request to SAF/AA.

SAF/AA approves or denies Air Force sponsorship.

Once Air Force sponsorship is approved, if foreign participation has been approved, the conference manager is responsible for informing all presenters of the national composition of the audience.  Each presenter is responsible for clearing his/her presentation through his/her cognizant Foreign Disclosure Office (FDO).  Foreign visit requests are processed in the normal fashion.  The FDO at the installation sponsoring the conference is responsible for forwarding foreign requests for visit to the security manager and approvals back to the requestor.

Responsibilities

SAF/AA approves Air Force sponsorship of a conference.

SAF/IAD approves foreign participation or exclusion of foreign participation at an Air Force sponsored conference.

The commander or director of the Air Force activity sponsoring a conference appoints a conference manager and a security manager.

The conference manager requests Air Force sponsorship from SAF/AA.  If foreign participation is authorized, the conference manager notifies presenters of the composition of the audience.

The security manager prepares a security plan and implements security and disclosure requirements at the conference.

Presenters clear their presentations with their cognizant FDO.

Foreign participants request visits to attend the conference through their country’s embassy in Washington, DC.

If the conference occurs at an Air Force or other U.S. Government installation, the installation FDO processes foreign requests for visit through the security manager and notifies requestors of approval or denial of the visit.

If the conference occurs at a contractor facility, the contractor security office processes the visit request through the security manager and notifies requestors of approval or denial of the visit.
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