Attachment 16

VISITS AND ASSIGNMENTS OF FOREIGN NATIONALS TO AIR FORCE ORGANIZATIONS
Implementing Directives

AFI 16-201, Disclosure of Military Information to Foreign Governments and International Organizations, implements the DoD International Visits Program (IVP).

Purpose

The IVP ensures that releases of classified and controlled unclassified military information to representatives of foreign governments and international organizations are consistent with National Disclosure Policy and the Arms Export Control Act.

Basic Policy

Foreign national visits are arranged on either a one-time, recurring or extended basis. There are specific circumstances under which a foreign government does not use the IVP.  See Attachment 21 for non-IVP visit programs.  One time and recurring visits permit visits for a short period of time or recurring short-term visits over a specified time period.  Extended visits permit assignments and placements of foreign representatives pursuant to a legal arrangement that has been concluded in accordance with governing directives and addresses administrative support, liability, obligations and responsibility requirements of each party.  Legal arrangements must be based on U.S. legislation that allows for the provision of defense goods and services.  At the current time, Letters of Offer and Acceptance (LOAs), Cooperative Program International Agreements and Defense Personnel Exchange Program Agreements are the most common type of legal authorities.  Pursuit of any other type of arrangement must be thoroughly vetted and approved by SAF/IAD before pursuing it with a foreign government.  Attachments 17, 18, 27 and 28 discuss approved programs under which extended visitors may be placed.  For the Military Personnel Exchange Program, visit requests are only used to obtain security clearance and assurance information from the parent government.  The officer is actually placed in the position on orders issued by AFMPC.  

Visits are approved in advance to ensure that information to be discussed is released in accordance with disclosure policies.  Additionally, foreign governments use the visit request to certify that information provided to the visitor will be protected.  Disclosure officers approve the release of U.S. information which will be disclosed either in visits to USAF organizations, even when visitors are invited by USAF personnel, or when USAF personnel travel overseas to meet with foreign government or international organization representatives.  Visits to USAF organizations should not interfere with Air Force missions and should be rescheduled or denied when they do interfere.  Currently, foreign governments are asked to submit visit requests 30 calendar or 21 working days in advance of the visit start date.  A U.S. point of contact is appointed for each visit to ensure the disclosure guidance is implemented and to escort the visitors.

Office of Primary Responsibility

The Foreign Disclosure and Technology Transfer Division (SAF/IAD) (DSN 425-8809) is the Air Force office responsible for implementation of DoD guidance related to the IVP and exercises visit approval authority.  SAF/IAD has delegated visit approval authority to Foreign Disclosure Offices (FDOs) at MAJCOMs and in some cases to their subordinate activities, specific DRUs and FOAs.  In order to approve visits, disclosure officers must also be delegated release authority to cover the information proposed for disclosure.

IVP Visit Process

Visit requests are normally submitted by the visitors embassy in Washington DC.  Visits are processed via the Foreign Visit System of the Security Policy Automated Network (SPAN).  SPAN is administered by the Policy Automation Directorate, Office of the Deputy to the USD(P) Policy Support.  The visit request contains the following information:


1.  Location to be visited


2.  Visit start and end date


3.  Purpose of visit


4.  Whether the visit pertains to specific U.S. equipment, FMS case, export license or a DoD program/agreement


5.  U.S. person knowledgeable about the visit


6.  Foreign embassy point of contact


7.  Visitor’s name, rank, organization, position, date and place of birth, nationality, clearance and ID or passport number

Upon receipt of a request, disclosure officers will coordinate the visit with the identified point of contact or an alternate individual who is responsible for the information identified in the visit purpose.  FDO coordination is required to verify whether the visit purpose can be satisfied at the requested location, to approve the release of the information to support the visit, assign a U.S. visit point of contact, and to respond back to the requester with notification of visit approval/denial.

Responsibilities

Air Force personnel contemplating inviting foreign government representatives to USAF activities and U.S. points of contact for initiatives with foreign governments are responsible for obtaining release guidance from their servicing FDO in the initial planning stages of a visit so as to meet the established suspense to the requester.  Air Force visit POCs are responsible for implementing disclosure guidance during the visit.
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