Attachment 12

THE NATIONAL DISCLOSURE POLICY COMMITTEE (NDPC) AND THE ENDP PROCESS

Implementing Directives

National Disclosure Policy-1, National Policy and Procedures for the Disclosure of Classified Military Information to Foreign Governments and International Organizations (Short Title: National Disclosure Policy (NDP-1)), establishes the NDPC.  The Exception to National Disclosure Policy (ENDP) process is documented in the NDPC detailed operating instructions.

Purpose

The NDPC is the central authority for the formulation, promulgation administration and monitoring of the National Disclosure Policy (NDP).  The NDPC grants exceptions to NDP, formulates national disclosure policies, conducts an annual review of the NDP to ensure it satisfies the needs of the DoD Components, meets on a quarterly basis to discuss various disclosure policy issues, and establishes by on-site review whether foreign governments and international organizations have the capability to protect U.S. CMI.

Basic Policy

The NDPC delegates general disclosure authority to each of its members.  Charts in Annex A of NDP-1 depict general disclosure authority by country, category of information and classification level.   Classification levels in the charts represent the highest level of classified military information that may be disclosed by authorities designated in writing by NDPC member agencies provided the release of classified military information satisfies all disclosure criteria.  An exception to National Disclosure Policy is required when a proposed disclosure exceeds general delegated disclosure authority as depicted in the charts or when one or more disclosure criteria are not satisfied.  An ENDP may also be required to disclose certain systems and technologies listed in Annex C to NDP-1. 

ENDP Process

ENDPs are submitted to the NDPC through the Service/Agency Committee member.  The request must contain the following information:


1.  A concise statement of the action proposed including a detailed technical description of the equipment/information to be disclosed.


2.  A precise statement of why an exception to policy is required.


3.  An assessment of how each of the disclosure criteria and conditions will be met.


4.  Any limitations placed on the proposed disclosure in terms of information to be disclosed, disclosure timing, or other pertinent caveats that may affect NDPC approval or denial of the request.


5.  A statement that the requested exception is to be either a continuing exception, subject to annual review, or a one-time exception.


6.  US embassy country team and theater command assessments of the proposed disclosure.


7.  The opinion of other interested departments or agencies if joint service or shared information is involved.


8.  Any other information that would assist the NDPC members in evaluating the proposal.

Upon receipt, the NDPC Executive Secretary disseminates requests to the members within one working day.

Responsibilities

In order to avoid the possibility of creating false impressions, originators of proposals to release classified information to foreign governments and international organization should contact their servicing foreign disclosure office prior to initiating contacts, discussion or correspondence with foreign nationals.

Offices originating requests/proposals to disclose classified information that requires an ENDP are responsible for providing the following items in writing to their servicing FDO:


1.  A formal request signed by an O-6 or GS-15 (or higher) level supervisor in the organization requesting the ENDP.


2.  A detailed technical description of the equipment/information to be disclosed


3.  Comprehensive political-military justification for the proposed disclosure


4.  US country team and theater command assessments

Note:  For ENDPs that originate at headquarters USAF, the appropriate SAF/IA regional division is responsible for providing items 1, 3 and 4; SAF/IAW is responsible for developing item 2.

The FDO will forward the request through disclosure channels to SAF/IAD for action.  SAF/IAD will evaluate the request for compliance with NDP-1 requirements.  SAF/IAD formulates the ENDP, coordinates with appropriate Air Staff subject matter experts, and then submits the request to the NDPC.   For planning purposes, it takes approximately 30 working days from the day SAF/IAD receives the ENDP until the NDPC completes action on the request.  Very sensitive or controversial cases may take considerably longer.

